
PROGRESSION IN ENGLISH

Victorian Literature



Year 7: Oliver Twist



Year 8: Sherlock Holmes



Year 9: Jane Eyre



Year 10: Analysing Victorian Non-Fiction

This 1852 article considers the importance and effects of tea-drinking on society. It is from The Leisure 
Hour, a general-interest periodical. 

19th Century literary non-fiction Source B        A Little Chat About Tea 

   Of all the varied productions of the vegetable kingdom, there is scarcely any one that has 
acquired so much importance as tea. What images of happiness does the very name array 
before our eyes! How many delightful hours does recall! To an Englishman’s mind it is a word of 
enchantment. It speaks to him of quiet evenings, cheerful faces, buoyant spirits, and  sober 
mirth. It stands before him all day like a beckoning angel, and cheers him through the toils and 
vexations of business by unfolding to his fancy a home where all are waiting to welcome him. 
The tea-table is an important element in the history of the nation. It gathers around it the 
expression of half our social life. If this article of furniture had only been gifted with the double 
facility of understanding everything uttered in its vicinity, and profiting by what it heard, how wise 
it would have grown! How many secrets have been whispered over it! how many plans have 
been laid upon it! to how many fair hopes has it ministered support, and to how many doubts has 
it given solution! What should we do without it? Tea is a benefactor to all. It is endowed with 
sovereign delicacy against the crowd of little assailants which make war on social enjoyment; it 
soothes the nervous, cheers the desponding, and enlivens the dull. Still more important effects 
may be traced up to this potent source. The plaintiff rejoicing in the verdict which has just been 
pronounced in his favour, little dreams how close a connexion exists between that powerful 
statement of fact and eloquent appeal which carried his cause, and a few cups of tea. But for this 
humble helpmate the poet’s imagination would often have drooped its wing, and the 
philosopher’s have sunk overwhelmed in the midst of his gigantic labours. All honour, then, to the 
“bubbling and loud-hissing urn.” It is only an act of gratitude to recount its praises.
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Year 11: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
Power Lecture



Year 12: Peter Grimes

In Peter Grimes, Crabbe includes a detailed description of Peter’s torment as he is punished by the society which rejects him 
and by the “three spirits” who torture him. In the poem Crabbe presents the trial and punishment of Peter, both elements we 
would expect to find in crime writing. After the death of the third child, Peter is summoned to appear before the town’s 
burghers. Although the mayor allows him to go free Peter can never again have a “boy abide” with him and he is hated and 
shunned by the people of the town. His isolation is the first part of his punishment and he becomes oppressed with “misery, 
grief, and fear”. Like Macbeth, his sleep is disturbed by horrible images that shake him nightly. Crabbe suggests that Peter’s 
terrors are a result of his meditating on his crimes, though there is no certainty. What is clear is that he becomes a 
“distempered man”, haunted by images of those he killed or abused. 



Year 13: The Ballad of Reading Gaol

  In The Ballad of Reading Gaol, there is no description of the violence 
inflicted on the murdered woman, but Wilde details both the 
psychological and physical violence inflicted on all prisoners (sewing 
sacks until hands bleed, tearing ropes to shreds, walking past graves that 
gape for those who are executed) and in particular there is a focus on the 
horror of hanging: although it might be sweet, Wilde suggests, to dance 
to violins, it is “not sweet with nimble feet/To dance upon the air”. In this 
respect the poem is a protest poem about the dehumanisation of prison 
life and the use of capital punishment in the 19th century.




